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ADDRESS. 


MY  FRIEJVDS, 

W  E  come  here  to-day  to  perform  a  sol- 
emn service — to  shew  our  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,  and  to  awaken  in  our  minds 
those  serious  and  useful  reflections,  which  the 
occasion  is  fitted  to  inspire. 

A  retrospect  of  the  virtues  of  our  deceased 
friend,    very  naturally  brings  to  our  recollection 
the  words  of  our  divine  Savior,  in  the  fifth  of  Mat- 
thew, who  said,  as  he  taught  his  disciples,  "i?/«- 
sed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy." 
Tho'  religion  includes  a  great  variety  of  exercises 
and  services,  yet  it  may  be  summarily  comprized 
in  one  point — in  a  merciful  disposition.     This  vir- 
tue holds  such  an  intimate  connexion  with  all  other 
religious  affections,  that  promises  are  made  to  this 
one  disposition.       Accordingly  our  Divine  Re- 
deemer pronounced  benedictions,  saying,  "  Bles- 
sed are  the  poor  in  spirit ,  for  theirs  is  the  king- 
dom  of  heaven."       This  he  promised  because 
poverty  of  spirit  is  connected    with    repentance 
and  the  love  of  God. 

The  meek  are  blessed,  because  meekness  is  an 
evidence  that  pride  is  abased,  and  God  exalted  in 
the  heart.  "  Blessed  are  those  who  hunger  and 
thirst  after  righteousness,  for  they  shall  be  filled." 
Hungering  and  thirsting  after  righteousness  give 
evidence  that  the  heart  is  set  on  things  above — 
that  it  is  endued  with  those  graces  which  prepare 
the  soul  for  the  enjoyment  of  God.     Accordingly 
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it  is — "  To  be  spiritually  minded  is  life  and  peace. " 
Hence  we  see,  that  it  was  on  the  common  princi- 
ples, on  which  all  the  gracious  promises  of  the 
Gospel  rest,  that  our  Savior  declared — "  Blessed 
are  the  merciful  J  or  they  shall  obtain  mercy." 
This  promise  proceeds  on  the  idea,  that  mercy 
connects  with  itself  the  love  of  God  and  man — of 
holiness  and  righteousness.  It  leads  its  subjects 
to  the  forgiveness  of  injuries,  and  has  the  promise 
of  Divine  forgiveness.  It  is  an  essential  branch 
of  that  benevolence  in  which  true  religion  is  sum- 
marily comprized.  All  the  several  exercises  of 
religion  harmonize  with  each  other.  An  intimate 
connexion  subsists  between  one  exercise  of  a  di- 
vine temper  and  another.  He  who  loves  mercy, 
will  do  justly,  and  walk  humbly  with  God. 

There  is  such  a  sameness  in  the  nature  of  re- 
ligious graces,  and  such  a  harmony  in  exercise, 
and  effect,  that  all  unite  in  constituting  the  most 
desirable  and  happy  character.  The  perfect  ex- 
ercise of  religious  affections  will  constitute  the 
harmony,  the  fellowship,  and  the  blessedness  of 
heaven. 

Blessed  then  are  the  merciful  for  they  shall 
obtain  mercy.  Not  that  their  merciful  disposi- 
tions merit  the  favor  of  God.  It  is  mercy,  and 
not  a  merited  reward,  that  the  merciful  person  is 
to  obtain.  God  has  mercy  through  the  merits  of 
his  Son,  and  he  will  make  those  the  objects  of 
his  mercy,  who  have  learned  to  be  merciful,  as 
he  is  merciful. 

Thus,  our  divine  instructor  has  taught  us  to 
consider  a  merciful  disposition,  and  this  uniform- 
ly expressed,  not  only  toward  friends  but  enemies*. 
as  a  distinguished  characteristic  of  religion. 


Wherever  we  find  persons  uniformly  of  this 
character,  we  consider  them  worthy  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  saints. 

Such  persons  appear  to  have  been  with  Jesus 
— to  have  imbibed  the  spirit  01  him  who  was 
merciful  and  compassionate  on  all  occasions,  and 
who  was  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities. 

Those,  who  are  eminently  of  this  description, 
deserve  of  us  the  most  honorable  notice,  and  to  be 
considered  and  reported  as  the  excellent  of  the 
earth. 

Examples  of  eminent  faith,  patience,  and  piety, 
are  held  up  in  the  scriptures  for  our  imitation. 
And,  not  only  in  scripture  biography  are  we  taught 
the  excellence  of  the  graces  of  religion ;  but 
through  the  blessing  of  God,  we  have  cotempo- 
rary  examples  of  mercy,  meekness  and  piety, 
which  we  should  follow. 

As  an  example  of  this  kind,  it  will  be  only  a 
tribute  due  to  departed  wTorth,  to  mention  Mrs. 
Mary  Cleavexand,  whose  remains  are  now 
before  us. 

To  the  people  of  this  society,  where  the  de- 
ceased was  well  known,  I  can  remark  with  free- 
dom on  her  character.  There  is  no  embarrass- 
ment in  the  present  case.  Lhave  no  fear  of  ex- 
citing an  envious,  or  an  unpleasant  reflection  in 
any  of  your  minds. 

For  thirty  years  she  dwelt  among  you,  and 
was  acknowledged  of  all,  an  eminent  example  of 
meekness  and  mercy.  I  say  of  all,  for  who  could 
be  dissatisfied  with  that  kindness  and  benevolence, 
charity  and  mercy  to  all,  which  she  so  uniformly 
and  clearly  manifested* 
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Mercy,  was  the  most  visible  feature  of  her 
soul — the  most  conspicuous  trait  in  her  character, 
and  especially  noticed  and  felt  by  all  in  affliction 
and  suffering.  In  this,  she  approached  as  near 
the  perfect  pattern,  as  any  person  we  have  ever 
known.  '  *  Her  heart  was  made  of  tenderness' '— 
the  sorrows  and  miseries  of  others  excited  her 
commiseration. 

This  was  not  the  effect  of  weakness  ;  but  of 
enlightened  and  genuine  charity.  She  possessed 
a  discerning  mind,  and  was  attentive  to  every 
passing  event  that  was  interesting.  But  this  was 
not  for  the  purpose  of  finding  matter  of  reproach ; 
not  that  she  might  blame  and  censure  ;  nor  that 
she  might  have  some  strange  thing  to  relate. 

In  cases  of  error,  as  much  charity  as  the  di- 
vine example  could  permit,  she  was  willing  to  be- 
stow. Every  allowance  which  belongs  to  chris- 
tian forbearance  was  always  ready.  The  faults 
of  others  never  gave  her  any  pleasure,  but  sensi- 
ble pain.  Unfriendly  reports  received  no  cur-, 
rency  through  her  means.  All  that  mercy  and 
christian  charity  could  do,  she  wished  to  have 
done ;  and  to  effect  this,  no  exertions  were  want- 
ing on  her  part. 

Mercy  was  the  leading  affection  of  her  heart. 
With  this  disposition  she  was.  a  stranger  to  the 
torment  of  envy.  She  never  repined  at  the  pros- 
perity of  others.  The  good  and  happiness  of  all 
lay  near  her  heart.  It  was  her  happiness  to  sec 
and  make  others  so.  She  was  ever  ready  to  bear 
the  burdens  of  the  afflicted,  and  to  be  a  helper  of 
the  joy  of  all  whom  God  had  blessed. 

Her  charity  had  all  the  appendages  of  simpli- 
city and  truth.     It  was  attended  with  no  affected 


professions  of  good  will  ;  with  no  marks  of  foot*- 
ish  pride,  and  vain  ostentation. 

Her  ambition  was  only  a  desire  to  do  good 
and  communicate  to  all,  as  opportunities  presented, 
and  as  her  advantages  enabled  her.  Every  kind 
action  was  kindly  performed*  There  was  nothing, 
in  any  case,  to  wound  the  feelings  of  those  who 
were  the  objects  of  her  charitable  attention. 

The  precept,  "  let  each  esteem  others  better 
than  himself,"  was  remarkably  exemplified  in  this 
excellent  woman.  She  manifested  a  greater  so- 
licitude for  others  than  for  herself.  A  practical 
maxim  with  her  was,  "Give  to  him  tliat  asketh 
of  thee,  and  from  him  that  would  borrow  of  thee, 
turn  thou  not  away."  To  do  good,  and  lend, 
hoping  for  nothing,  was  her  constant  habit,  as 
many  indigent  persons  have  testified.  All  the 
dissertations  that  have  ever  been  written  on  disin- 
terested benevolence,  afford  us  not  so  full  and 
pleasing  a  view  of  the  subject,  as  the  uniform  and 
habitual  conduct  of  this  merciful  woman.  Let 
us  learn  of  her  as  she  learned  of  Christ. 

Her  piety  was  not  expressed  in  the  language 
of  strong  and  fervent  passion ;  but  in  the  still 
small  voice  of  meekness  and  mercy — of  kindness, 
which  bore  all  the  marks  of  sincerity  and  truth. 
It  was  manifested,  not  so  much  m  words  as  incc- 
ttons — Not  so  much  in  a  readiness  of  utterance,  as 
in  a  readiness  to  every  good  work.  Her  faith  was 
manifested  by  her  works..  She  adorned  the 
christian  profession,  by  a  blameless  conversation:, 
coupled  with  fear,  Her  ornaments,  and  eviden- 
ces of  piety,  were  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which 
m  the  sight  of  God  are  of  great  price. 
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The  same  mind  and  spirit  appeared  in  her 
which  were  also  in  our  Lord  Jesus.  He  was 
merciful  to  our  unrighteousness  and  ready  to  for- 
give. In  her  case,  that  mercy  which  she  sought 
of  God,  she  was  free  to  exercise  towards  others, 
and  to  forgive,  as  she  hoped  to  be  forgiven. 

She  gave  herself  to  reading  ;  she  read  the 
word  of  God,  the  messages  of  grace  through 
Christ  her  Lord,  with  great  delight.  The  gospel 
had  a  great  and  happy  influence  on  her  heart  and 
life.  It  led  her  to  pity  the  miserable  ;  to  relieve 
the  indigent ;  to  forgive  enemies  ;  to  return  good 
for  evil ;  and  to  be  conscientiously  attentive  to  all 
domestic  and  religious  duties.  The  gospel,  be- 
ing sanctified  to  her,  begat  in  her  heart,  purity  of 
design,  contentment,  moderation,  peace  of  mindy 
holy  desires,  and  joy  in  God.  Thus  she  was  led 
to  be  stedfast,  and  immoveably  fixed  in  the  love 
of  religion,  "always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord" 

The  Church  in  this  place  are  solemnly  ad- 
dressed by  this  providence.  Far  the  greater  part 
of  those  who  composed  this  church,  when  the  de- 
ceased became  a  member  of  it,  have  gone  before 
her  to  the  world  of  spirits.  A  few  of  those  an- 
tient  members  remain,  who  are  soon  to  follow  her 
to  the  state  of  the  dead,  and,  we  hope,  to  the  res- 
idence of  holy  spirits  in  light  and  joy  above. 

With  many  of  you,  she  has  been  associated 
in  christian  ordinances.  You  took  sweet  counsel 
together,  and  attended  at  this  house  of  God  in 
company  with  her.  Your  fellowship  with  her  has 
been  confirmed  as  you  mutually  approached  the 
table  of  the  Lord.  You  were  of  one  heart  and 
one  mind,  having  professed  with  her,  one  faitlu 
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one  baptism,  and  one  hope.  Let,  therefore,  the 
recollection  of  her  faith  and  charity,  her  meekness 
and  exemplary  piety  in  all  respects,  excite  you  to 
put  on  as  the  elect  of  God,  holy  and  beloved, 
bowels  of  mercy,  meekness,  humbleness  of  mind, 
long-suffering,  forgiving  one  another,  if  any.  man 
have  a  quarrel  against  any,  even  as  Christ  forgave 
you,  so  do  ye. 

Aspire  after  the  more  perfect  fellowship,  which 
is  enjoyed  among  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  per- 
fect in  heaven.  May  you  there  meet  and  recog- 
nize him,  who  was  the  affectionate  and  faithful 
pastor  of  the  church  in  this  place  for  more  than 
half  a  century  ;  who  had  God  for  his  record  how 
greatly  he  longed  after  you  all/  as  in  the  bowels 
o£  Jesus  Christ,  and  whose  fervent  prayers  for  you 
and  your  children,  and  all  this  people,  are  clearly 
in  your  memories.  May  you  also  meet  and  re- 
cognize the  purified  spirit  of  his  consort,  whose 
remains  we  this  day  deposit  in  the  dust,  and  re- 
new and  perfect  that  fellowship,  which  you  have 
so  properly  cultivated  when  living. 

This  providence  is  addressed  to  all  the  aged 
people  in  this  place.  The  exit  of  her,  whom  you 
have  so  long  known,  admonishes  you  that  the 
time  of  your  departure  is  at  hand.  Number  your 
days  ;  give  your  hearts  to  wisdom.  Follow  the 
example  of  the  deceased  in  all  those  graces  and 
virtues,  in  which  she  so  evidently  and  eminently 
imitated  the  pattern  of  her  divine  Lord  and  Master. 

And  while  we  speak  of  example,  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  the  example  of  the  deceased^ 
speaks  loudly,  not  to  the  aged  only,  but  to  the 
middle  aged  and  young  ;  especially  to  females, 
Female  excellence  should  excite  female  attention. 
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Would  you  be  respectable  ?  Then  be  as  th& 
aged  woman  deceased  has  been  through  life. 

Would  you  secure  the  confidence  and  affec- 
tion of  the  wise  and  good  ?  Then  be  as  she  was — 
inoffensive,  affectionate,  and  merciful. 

Would  you  escape  reproach  ?  Then  be  as  she- 
was — -of  chaste  conversation  coupled  with  fear. 

Would  you  be  thought  to  possess  the  harm- 
lessness  of  the  dove  ?  Then  do  as  she  did — Give 
no  place  to  wrath,  but  lay  aside  anger,  malice  and 
evil  speaking.  Cultivate,  as  she  did,  a  watchful 
and  benevolent  tenderness  of  you£  neighbor's 
good  name. 

Would  you  be  thought  humane  and  benevo 
lent  ?  Then  do  as  she  did — put  on  bowels  of  mer- 
cy and  kindness  toward  every  object  of  distress. 

Would  you  be  thought  to  rise  above  the  little 
resentments  common  to  human  nature  ?  Then  do 
as  she  did — pity  the  folly  and  vileness  of  offend- 
ers ;  pray  for  your  enemies ;  bless  and  curse  not. 

Would  you  leave  the  evidence  of  a  christian 
hope,  to  comfort  your  friends  when  you  are  dead  ? 
Would  you  be  supported  by  this  hope  when  dy- 
ing ?  Would  you  be  well  spoken  of  by  those  who 
survive  you  ?  Then  follow  her  example,  and  all 
this  will  happen  unto  you. 

This  instance  of  death  speaks  in  affectionate 
language  to  some  of  us  who  are  in  the  ministry. 

We  have  often  witnessed  the  unaffected  hos- 
pitality of  our  deceased  friend.  Her  house  to  us 
was  like  that  of  Onesiphorus  to  Paul.  She  often 
refreshed  us,  and  this,  in  that  suavity  of  manner 
which  taught  us  the  worth  of  gospel  kindness, 
and  led  us  to  bless  her  house  as  we  left  it. 
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The  present  solemnity  addresses  itself  with 
peculiar  tenderness  to  the  children  of  the  deceased. 

My  Friends — you  have  reason  to  bless  Cod, 
that  in  early  life,  his  good  providence  was  watch- 
ful for  your  good,  and  cast  you  into  hands  so  re- 
markably merciful. 

Though  she  was  not  a  mother  in  every  sense, 
yet  she  was  a  mother  indeed  in  all  that  respected 
your  happiness.  You  remember  how  she  cared 
for  you,  with  all  the  tenderness  looked  for  in  the 
best  of  mothers.  You  keep  in  mind  her  labors 
of  love,  and  pious  counsels  for  your  benefit.  The 
veneration  in  which  you  have  held  her;  the  as- 
siduous attentions  you  have  paid  her  ;  your  soli- 
citude for  her  comfort  in  advanced  years  ;  have 
not  only  manifested  your  filial  affection,  but  have 
witnessed  for  her,  that  she  deserved  every  thing 
in  your  power  to  bestow. 

Bless  God  for  his  goodness;  for  that  uniform- 
ly excellent  example,  which  she  exhibited  before 
you.  Bless  God  that  her  happy  temper  daily 
ministered  to  the  comfort  of  your  venerable  father; 
that  their  harmony  was  so  complete  and  instruc- 
tive. Imbibe  their  spirit ;  may  your  children  in- 
herit it,  and  may  it  be  diffused  every  where,  to 
make  glad  the  church  and  the  people  of  God. 

The  remaining  service  before  us  is  to  deposit 
these  silent  remains  in  the  tomb. 

Serious  reflections  crowd  upon  our  minds. — 
Those  hands,  which  have  mercifully  ministered 
to  all  in  distress  within  her  reach,  are  now  folded 
in  death's  cold  embrace.  That  tongue,  on  which 
the  law  of  kindness  ever  dwelt,  speaks  no  more. 
Her  body  sees  corruption.  But  in  this  solemn 
service  we  have  hope.       We  resign  her  body  to 
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the  mansions  of  the  dead,  in  hope  that  her  im- 
mortal spirit  is  gathered  to  her  fathers,  and  to  her 
husband  ;  that  it  is  now  associated  with  the  spirits 
of  the  just  made  perfect.  This  hope  is  cherished 
and  rendered  comforting,  by  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus  from  the  dead.  He  will  descend  from  heav- 
en, to  which  he  has  ascended,  in  the  glory  of  his 
Father.  This  perishable  body, .  which  we  now 
commit  to  the  dust,  we  believe,  he  will  raise  and 
fashion  like  his  own  glorious  body.  In  that 
mouth,  now  silent  in  death,  will  be  put  a  trium- 
phant song.  0 v death,  where  is  thy  sting!  and 
O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ! 

Happy  are  those  who  will  be  the  subjects  of 
the  resurrection  to  life.  Blessed  are  the  dead 
who  die  in  the  Lord,  yea,  saith  the  spirit,  for  they 
rest  from  their  labors^  and  their  works  do  follow 
them. 

Now  unto  him,  who  hath  redeemed  us  with 
his  own  blood — who  will  raise  the  dead,  and  pre- 
sent his  disciples  faultless  before  the  divine  pres- 
ence, with  exceeding  joy — to  the  only  wise  God, 
the  Father,  the  Redeemer,  and  Sanctifier,  be 
honor  and  glory,  dominion  and  praise  forever..,.. 
Amen. 


